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lie said. * But I may not have another opportunity for
putting things straight I1 "
" What could he have meant by that/' Hanslet
exclaimed.
" Really, Superintendent, I cannot say. I took Mr.
Venner to mean that, for some reason, he would not
be able to attend to business for an indefinite period.
He seemed to me very much calmer than he had been
before. It was no secret to me, of course, that he had
had certain anxieties in connection with his business*
No doubt, having inherited his uncle's money, his mind
was thereby set at rest/'
" It ought to have been, anyhow/' replied Hanslet
enviously. " I shouldn't worry much about anything
if I came into a fortune like that. But what do you
suppose made Mr. Venner disappear that very evening? "
Mr. Yeoward smiled. " Your department is pre-
sumably better qualified to answer that question than
I am, Superintendent/* he said.
" We'll do our best to answer it/* Hanslet replied
grimly. *' Just one more question, Mr. Yeoward. Have
you a record of the numbers of the notes handed over
to Mr, Venner?"
" Of the Bank of England notes, yes. I can let you
have a list of the numbers if you will be so good as to
wait for a few minutes/*
Hanslet left the bank with the list in his pocket. He
went straight back to the Yard, and sent for Inspector
Jarrold, to whom he gave the list with instructions to
have it circulated. Then he gave him an account of his
interview with Mr. Yeoward. " What about it now,
eh?'' he concluded triumphantly.
*' Well, it looks very much as if Venner had thirty
thousand pounds hi cash when he disappeared/* Jarrold
replied.
<f Of course he had, any fool could see that/* said